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The Secretariat for Environmental 
Enforcement Matters (SEEM) 
was established by the 
Agreement Establishing a 
SEEM under the United States-

Panama Trade Promotion Agreement 
(Secretariat Agreement) , in connection with 
implementing of Articles 17.8 (Submissions 
on Enforcement Matters) and 17.9 (Factual 
Records and Related Cooperation) of the 
Environmental Chapter of the United States-
Panama Trade Promotion Agreement (TPA), 
in force since October 2012.

According to the Secretariat Agreement, the 
functions of the Secretariat are to:

1.	 Perform the functions established for it 
under Articles 17.8 and 17.9 of the TPA and 
may take appropriate additional actions:
a)	 Receive and consider of submissions, 

in accordance with Article 17.8(1) and 
(2) of the TPA.

b)	 Determine whether a submissions 
merits requesting a response from 
the Party and receive that response, 
in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraphs 4 and 5 of Article 17.8 of 
the TPA.

c)	 Consider whether the submission, in 
the light of any response provided by 
the Party, warrants the development 
of a factual record, in accordance 
with under Article 17.9(1) of the TPA.

d)	 Prepare a factual record, if the 
Environmental Affairs Council 
(Council), by a vote of either Party, 
instructs it to do so, in accordance 
with  the provisions of paragraphs 2 

and 4 of Article 17.9 of the TPA.
2.	Apply working and other procedures 

established by the Council, ensuring 
that documents are publicly available 
and protecting confidential information 
when required.

3.	Take further actions as the Council may 
direct, and promote public awareness 
and understanding of the public 
submissions and factual records process.

Persons filing the submission (Submitter)   

The submitter of a submission is any natural 
person or enterprise of either Panama or the 
United States, who files a submission with 
the Secretariat asserting that a Party is failing 
to effectively enforce its environmental laws, 
as set forth in Article 17.8 of the TPA.  

In the present case, the submitter is the 
Foundation for the Protection of the 
Sea, Pro-Mar, an organization registered 
in the Public Registry of Panama under 
folio 8133, roll 2122, dated May 17, 1992. 
Pro-Mar is a non-profit organization 
formed by volunteers who participate 
in the conservation of marine-coastal 
ecosystems in Panama.

Pro-Mar filed the submission through its 
President and legal representative, Mr. 
Ricardo Wong Domínguez, with personal 
identity card No. 8-237-2101, who receives 
private notifications in the village of Betania, 
Camino Real Street, house No. 907 and 
can be reached at the following telephone 
numbers: 261-9251 and 6673-9251 and 

KEY ACTORS IN THE SUBMISSION 
AND FACTUAL RECORD PROCESS

THE SECRETARIAT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT MATTERS (SEEM)
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by e-mail: ricardowd@hotmail.com and 
fundación_promar@yahoo.com.

Environmental Affairs Council (Council)

The Council was established by Article 17.6 of 
the United States-Panama TPA. It is comprised 
of cabinet-level or equivalent representatives 
of the Parties, or their designees. Each Party 
designates an office in its appropriate ministry 
that serves as a contact point for carrying out 
the work of the Council.

The functions of the Environmental Affairs 
Council are as follows:

1.	 Oversee the implementation of and 
review progress under the Environment 
Chapter of the TPA and consider the 
status of cooperation activities developed 
under the Agreement Between the 
Government of the United States and the 
Government of the Republic of Panama 
on Environmental Cooperation (ECA). 

2.	Ensure a process for promoting public 
participation in its work, including by 
engaging in a dialogue with the public 
on innovative approaches for addressing 
environmental issues.

3.	Seek appropriate opportunities for the 
public to participate in the development 
and implementation of cooperative 
environmental activities, including 
through the ECA.

Unless the Parties otherwise agree, the Council 
shall  meet annually and in setting the agenda, 
each Party shall seek views from its public 
concerning possible issues for discussion.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WORK PLAN

In accordance with the procedure provided for 
in Chapter 17 of the United States -Panama TPA 
(Articles 17.8 and 17.9), the Secretariat received 
the Council instruction dated April 1, 2022, to 
prepare a Factual Record for Submission No. 
SEEM-CA-PMA/002/2021, “Marine Oil Pollution”.

As provided for in Article 17.9 FACTUAL 
RECORDS AND RELATED COOPERATION, 
paragraph 4.:

 “In preparing a factual record, the 
Secretariat shall consider any information 
furnished by a Party and may consider 
any relevant technical, scientific, or other 
information:
a.	 that is publicly available;
b.	 submitted by interested persons;
c.	 submitted by national advisory or 

consultative committees:
d.	 developed by independent experts; 

or
e.	 developed under the ECA”.

In furtherance of this provision, the Guidelines 
for Submissions on Environmental 
Enforcement Matters United States-Panama 
TPA (Working Procedures), states the 
following in Section 8, “What is a Factual 
Record?”:

	 “A Factual Record is a document 
prepared by the Secretariat that 
compiles all of the information, starting 
with the submission that initiated the 
proceedings, and objectively presents 
the facts related to the assertion raised 
in the submission.

	 The Secretariat prepares a preliminary 
Factual Record no later than 120 
calendar days from receipt of the 
Council’s communication instructing 
its preparation. The preliminary 
Factual Record is submitted to the 
Council to provide comments on the 
accuracy of the draft within 45 days. 
Having received comments from 
either of the Parties the certainty 
of the facts, or having fulfilled the 
deadline for comments, the Secretariat 
incorporates those comments and/or 
contributions that it deems pertinent, 
prepares the final Factual Record, and 
submits it to the Council within 30 
calendar days.
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	 The development of a Factual Record 
by the Secretariat is carried out without 
prejudice to any further steps that may 
be taken with respect to any submission”.

   
Following the 120calendar day timeframe 
established by the Working Procedures to 
compile the information necessary to draft 
the preliminary factual record, the Secretariat 
prepared a timeline of activities to complete. 

Below is a brief description of each activity 
planned and carried out: 

•	 Analysis of documents and 
identification of the facts: The 
submission asserted that the 2020 and 
2021 oil spills were not addressed in 
accordance with a contingency plan and 
information requested from the Panama 
Maritime Authority (AMP), about that 
matter was not received. The Secretariat 
analyzed the information presented in 
the submission and in the response sent 
by the Party. The Secretariat identified 

the facts and additional information 
that needed to be collected.  Additional 
information was received from the 
Party during the voting period for the 
development or not of the Factual 
Record. This information was analyzed 
and taken as a reference to request 
additional complementary information.  

•	 Research and compilation of 
information: The Secretariat gathered  
publicly available information, 
particularly information associated with 
legal/technical standards related to the 
subject described in the submission. 
The Secretariat held a meeting with 
members of  Pro-Mar, the submitter, to 
explain what a factual record consists of 
and the objectives it pursues and invite 
them to present any information they 
might consider relevant as interested 
parties. 

•	 Formal request/withdrawal of 
information: The Secretariat received 

Tabla 1.  Timeline of  the Secretariat’s activities for preparing the preliminary factual record.

Preliminary factual 
record submitted to 
the Environmental 

Affairs Council

Formal request/
withdrawal of 
information

Activities scheduled per week
Factual Record. Oil Pollution Submission

Activities
by weeks*

APR

1-9 10-16 17-23 24-30 1-7 8-14 15-21 22-31 1-11 12-18 19-25 26-30 1-9 10-16 17-23 24-29 1-12

MAY JUN JUL AUG

Analysis of 
documents and 

identification
of the facts.

Research and 
compilation of 

information.

Contact with
experts

Public Hearing

Drafting of 
preliminary

record

No programming was scheduled.Site Visit
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additional information from the AMP 
after the Party’s response period. 
During this period, the Secretariat 
made a formal request to AMP for 
additional complementary information 
to include in the preliminary factual 
record. This request for information 
was submitted in May 2022 and a 
response was received on August 9, 
2022.

•	 Contact with experts: Considering 
that the oil spill events described in 
the submission were public1 and that 
the request for information regarding 
how they were dealt with should 
rests with the relevant institutions in 
this matter, the Secretariat did not 
consider it practical to hire experts to 
prepare documents to be included 
in the factual record. However, 
to corroborate the content of the 
information received, the Secretariat 
held discussions with professionals in 
the field, public officials, and members 
of the Panama Maritime Chamber.

•	 Public hearing: The Secretariat 
scheduled a public hearing for 
the participation of all interested 
stakeholders. It was held on May 12, 
2022, in Amador, Panama City, near 
the sites where the oil spills occurred.  
This location allowed for fishermen 
and other interested parties who travel 
by boat to participate. The Secretariat 
promoted participation in the public 
hearing via national newspapers, 
social networks, and a radio interview 
and invited stakeholders to submit 
information that could be useful in 
developing the factual record.

•	 Site visits: The Secretariat did not 
consider it practical to conduct site 

visits to the events described in the 
submission.  Any observations made 
during these visits would not contribute 
to the request for information that the 
submitter alleges was not complied 
with.

•	 Drafting of the preliminary factual 
record: The Secretariat identified the 
assertions made by the Submitter and 
the relevant environmental legislation. 
Since there was no response to the 
request for additional information sent 
to the Party to address the assertions 
made by the submitter, the Secretariat 
proceeded to gather the most relevant 
publicly available information. On 
August 9, 2022, before sending the 
preliminary factual record to the 
Council, AMP formally submitted 
the Party response to the request for 
additional information sent by the 
Secretariat in May. This information 
was integrated verbatim into the 
document previously prepared to 
preserve the information gathered 
during the investigation.

•	 Preliminary factual record submitted 
to the Environmental Affairs Council: 
At the end of the 120 days, as well as 
the ten additional days requested by 
the Secretariat to finish drafting the 
factual record, the Spanish version 
of the factual record was sent to the 
Council on August 12, 2022, and the 
English version on September 9, 2022 
to provide comments on the certainty 
of the facts. 

All the activities planned and carried out 
in the process of preparing the factual 
record were aimed at gathering as much 
information as possible, both technical 
and legal, relevant to the assertions made 

__________________
1	 Article 150 of Law 38 of 2000, on General Administrative Procedure, provides that notorious facts do not require 

proof.
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and submitted to the Council.  The factual 
record was prepared objectively and 
impartially.

It is noted that this factual record is 
not intended as a value judgment or a 
determinant or equivalent conclusion of 
any kind.  That is why the Secretariat and 
the factual record adhere to the assertions 
made by the Submitter, the interested 
parties, and the legal provisions that have 
been quoted verbatim and in context.

12
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ON THE ENVIRONMENT CHAPTER 
OF THE UNITED STATES-PANAMA 
TPA AND THE SECRETARIAT FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT 
MATTERS.

The United States-Panama TPA 
entered into force on October 
31, 2012. It is comprised 
of a total of 22 chapters, 
establishing provisions 

that comprehensively regulate trade 
between the markets of Panama and 
the United States, including disciplines 
for access to services, investment, 
and non-tariff barriers, among others; 
ensuring stability and legal certainty for 
the development of these activities.

Environment matters were established 
in Chapter 17, which consist of 14 
articles and two annexes that set 

out obligations on issues such as: 
Levels of Protection (Article 17.1), 
Enforcement of Environmental Laws 
(Article 17.3), Procedural Matters 
(Article 17.4), Voluntary Mechanisms to 
Enhance Environmental Performance 
(Article 17.5), Opportunities for Public 
Participation (Article 17.7), Submissions 
on Enforcement Matters (Article 17.8), 
Environmental Cooperation (Article 
17.10), among others.

The overall objective of the Environment 
Chapter is to “Ensure that the framework 
of norms and principles adopted at the 
international normative level reaches the 

13

Marine Oil Pollution
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existing national legislation in such a way that 
there is no relaxation of national provisions 
as a condition for the establishment and 
promotion of investments”2.

The Secretariat, Pursuant to the Secretariat 
Agreement and to the TPA Articles 17.8 and 
17.9, promotes public awareness and the 
understanding of the public submissions and 
factual record process, which provides that 
“any person of a Party may file a submission 
asserting that a Party is failing to enforce its 
environmental laws...”3. These functions are 
to be performed under the direction and 

supervision of the Council established by 
Article 17.6 of the TPA. 

The Council shall consider the final factual 
record in light of the objectives of the 
Environment Chapter and the ECA. The 
Council shall, as appropriate, provide 
recommendations to the Environmental 
Cooperation Commission (Commission) 
related to matters addressed in the factual 
record, including recommendations 
related to the further development of the 
Party’s mechanisms for monitoring its 
environmental enforcement4.

__________________
2	 United States-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement (TPA), Explanatory Document. Ministry of Commerce and 

Industries, Office of International Trade Negotiations, General Directorate for the Administration of International 
Trade Treaties. Panama, 2012. Page 22.

3	 Article 17.8.1 of the TPA.

4	 Article 17.9.8 of the TPA.
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REGARDING THE PROCEDURE
OF SUBMISSIONS 

AND  FACTUAL RECORDS.

The procedures for the 
presentation and handling of 
submissions and factual records 
are regulated by Articles 17.8 
and 17.9 of the United States-

Panama TPA and are elaborated by the 
Working Procedures.  

Article 17.8, regulates submissions on 
enforcement matters and provides as 
follows:

1.	 Any person of a Party may file a 
submission asserting that a Party 
is failing effectively enforce its 
environmental laws. Such submissions 

shall be filed with a secretariat or other 
appropriate body (“secretariat”) that 
the Parties designate.

2.	The secretariat may consider a 
submission under this Article if the 
secretariat finds that the submission:
a.	 is in writing in either English or 

Spanish;
b.	 clearly identifies the person making 

the submission;
c.	 provides sufficient information 

to allow the secretariat to review 
the submission, including any 
documentary evidence on which 
the submission may be based;

Marine Oil Pollution
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d.	 appears to be aimed at promoting 
enforcement rather than at harassing 
industry;

e.	 indicates that the matter has been 
communicated in writing to the 
relevant authorities of the Party and 
indicates the Party’s response, if any; 
and

f. 	 is filed by a person of a Party”.

Once the formal requirements for the 
admission of the submission have been 
verified, the Secretariat must analyze the 
content of the documents, and in this 
respect, Article 17.8 continues:

	 “4. Where the secretariat determines 
that a submission meets the criteria set 
out in paragraph 2, the secretariat shall 
determine whether the submission merits 
requesting a response from the Party.  In 
deciding whether to request a response, 
the secretariat shall be guided by whether:
a.	 the submission is not frivolous and 

alleges harm to the person making 
the submission;

b.	 The submission, alone or in 
consideration with other submissions, 
raises matters whose further study in 
this process would advance the goals 
of this Chapter and the ECA, taking 
into account guidance regarding 
those goals provided by the Council 
and the Commission established 
under the ECA;

c.	 private remedies available under the 
Party’s law have been pursued; and

d.	 The submissions is drawn exclusively 
from mass media reports”.

Having analyzed the information under 
the above parameters, if the Secretariat 
determines that the submission merits 

requesting a response from the Party, it shall 
notify the Party by sending a copy of the 
submission and all supporting information 
provided with it5.  Concerning the Party’s 
response, Article 17.8 provides as follows:

	 “5. The Party shall advise the secretariat 
within 45 days or, in exceptional 
circumstances and on notification to the 
secretariat, within 60 days of delivery of 
the request:
a.	 whether the precise matter at issue 

is the subject of a pending judicial or 
administrative proceeding, in which 
case the secretariat shall proceed no 
further; and

b.	 of any other information that the 
Party wishes to submit, such as:
i.	 whether the matter was 

previously the subject of a judicial 
or administrative proceeding;

ii.	 whether private remedies in 
connection with the matter are 
available to the person making 
the submission and whether they 
have been pursued; or

iii.	 information concerning relevant 
capacity-building activities under 
the ECA”.

Upon receipt of the Party’s response or 
expiry of the deadline to send a response, the 
Secretariat shall evaluate the submission and 
any response sent by the Party and determine 
whether the preparation of a factual record is 
warranted, which it shall notify to the Council6.  

A factual record is a document prepared 
by the Secretariat that compiles all of the 
information, starting with the submission 
that initiated the proceedings, and 
objectively presents the facts related to the 
allegation raised in the submission7.

__________________
5	 Section 5 of the Working Procedures.

6	  Section 7. Op. Cit.

7	 Section 8. Op. Cit.
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Article 17.9, “Factual Records and Related 
Cooperation” states the following:

“1. If the Secretariat considers that the 
submission, in the light of any response 
provided by the Party, warrants 
developing a factual record, the 
secretariat shall so inform the Council 
and provide its reasons.

2. The secretariat shall prepare a factual 
record if the Council, by a vote of either 
Party instructs it to do so.

3. The preparation of the factual record by 
the secretariat pursuant to this Article 
shall be without prejudice to any further 
steps that may be taken with respect to 
any submission.

4.	In preparing a factual record, the 
secretariat shall consider any information 
furnished by a Party and may consider 
any relevant technical, scientific, or other 
information:
a. that is publicly available;
b. submitted by interested persons;
c. submitted by a national advisory or 

consultative committees;
d. developed by independent experts; or
e. developed under the ECA.

5.	The secretariat shall submit a draft 
factual record to the Council.  Each Party 
may provide comments on the accuracy 
of the draft within 45 days thereafter.

6.	The secretariat shall incorporate, as 
appropriate, any such comments in the 
final factual record and submit it to the 
Council.

7.	 The Council may, by a vote of either Party, 
make the final factual record publicly 
available, normally within 60 days of its 
submission.

8.	The Council shall consider the final 
factual record in light of the objectives of 

the Environment Chapter and the ECA.  
The Council shall, as appropriate, provide 
recommendations to the Commission 
related to matters addressed in the factual 
record, including recommendations 
related to the further development of 
the Party’s mechanisms for monitoring 
environmental enforcement.

 
As provided for in Section 8 of the Working 
Procedure:

	
	 “...
	 The Secretariat prepares a preliminary 

Factual Record no later than 120 
calendar days from receipt of the 
Council’s communication instructing 
its preparation. The preliminary Factual 
Record is submitted to the Council to 
provide comments on the accuracy 
of the draft within 45 calendar days. 
Having received comments from either 
of the Parties on the certainty of the 
facts, or having fulfilled the deadline for 
comments, the Secretariat incorporates 
those comments and/or contributions 
it deems pertinent, prepares the final 
Factual Record, and submits it to the 
Council within 30 calendar days.

	 The development of a Factual Record 
by the Secretariat is carried out without 
prejudice to any further steps that may 
be taken in respect to any submission”.

Under this legal reference framework, 
the Secretariat’s actions and objectives 
are developed and applied to Submission 
No. SEEM-CA/PMA/002/2021, “Marine Oil 
Pollution,” which will be cited as a basis 
throughout this document.
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Marine Oil Pollution

GENERAL
CHARACTERISTICS

OF THE AREA

1.	 COUNTRY WHERE THE EVENTS PERTAINING 
TO THE SUBMISSION ARE UNFOLDING.

a)	 General information

The Republic of Panama is in the north-
western hemisphere, in the intertropical 
zone near the equator between the 
coordinates 7º12’07” and 9º38’46” North 
Latitude and 77º09’24” and 83º03’07” 
West Longitude. Its boundaries are to the 
North with the Caribbean Sea, the South 
with the Pacific Ocean, the East with the 
Republic of Colombia, and the West with 

the Republic of Costa Rica, and its official 
language is Spanish.

According to Tommy Guardia National 
Geographic Institute data, it has a total 
surface area of 75,319.81 km2, comprising 
the land surface, the territorial sea, the 
submarine continental shelf, the subsoil, 
and the airspace between Colombia and 
Costa Rica. 8

Its political administrative division is 
made up of 10 provinces (Bocas del Toro, 
Coclé, Colón, Chiriquí, Darién, Herrera, 

__________________
8	  https://www.inec.gob.pa/archivos/P8551DatosGenerales2.pdf, pages 1 to 4.
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Los Santos, Panamá, Panamá Oeste, and 
Veraguas), 6 indigenous comarcas (Guna 
Yala, Emberá-Wounaan, Ngäbe Buglé, Guna 
de Wargandi, Guna de Madugandí, and Naso 
Tjër Di), 79 districts or municipalities and 655 
corregimientos throughout the country.9

According to data from the National Institute 
of Statistics and Census, estimates for 2020, 
the approximate total population of Panama 
is 4,278,500 people, with 59.9% concentrated 
in Panama, Panama Oeste, and Colon; the 
provinces of Bocas del Toro, Chiriquí, and the 
Comarca, Ngäbe Buglé, comprise 20.3%. The 
provinces of Coclé, Herrera, Los Santos, and 
Veraguas account for 17.1% of the population, 
and the province of Darién, together with 
the Guna Yala, Madugandí, Wargandí, and 

Map 1. National Institute of Statistics and Census.
Political Administrative Division of the Republic of Panama, by Province, Indigenous Comarca and County, year 202010

__________________
9	 Political Constitution of the Republic of Panama. Article 5: The territory of the Panamanian State is politically divided 

into Provinces, these in turn into Districts and the Districts into Corregimientos.  The Law may create other political 
divisions, either to subject them to special regimes or for reasons of administrative convenience or public service.

10	 Source: National Institute of Statistics and Census, Map of the Political Administrative Division of the Republic of 
Panama, by Province, Indigenous Comarca and County, year 2020.

Table 2. Estimated Total Population of Panama, by 
Province and Indigenous Comarca. As of July 1, 2020.
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__________________
 11	  Source: National Institute of Statistics and Census, Panama in Figures report, years 2016-2020, pages 18 and 19. 

12	 https://www.hidromet.com.pa/es/cuencas-hidrograficaspanama

Emberá-Wounaan comarcas, represent 2.8% 
of the total population.11

The length of Panama’s coastal area totals 
2,988.3 kilometers (km), of which 1,700.6 km 
correspond to the Pacific coast and 1,287.7 
km to the Caribbean coast. The territory 
comprises five hydrological regions where 
52 hydrographic basins are distributed. Of 
these, 34 correspond to the Pacific Ocean 
slope, representing 70% of the national 
territory, and 18 correspond to the Caribbean 
slope for the remaining 30% of the territory.12 

Regarding the country’s physical 
characteristics, 70% is made up of hot and 
lowlands, with elevations below 700 m above 
sea level, which are found in the Pacific area 
and is where most of the population lives. 
The remaining 30% of the territory comprises 

highlands with elevations of1,500 meters or 
more above sea level.

Given the narrowness of the country, its 
climate is highly influenced by the oceanic 
masses, which contribute to the majority 
of the humidity in the atmosphere and 
determine the properties of heat and 
humidity that, together with the confluence 
of the trade winds in the Intertropical 
Convergence Zone (ITCZ), determine the 
climate. The markedness of the dry and rainy 
seasons in Panama is determined precisely 
by the north-south exchange and vice versa 
of the ITCZ. Panama has a tropical climate, 
warm and humid, with high temperatures 
throughout the year, reaching an average of 
27 degrees Celsius; seven types of tropical 
climate can be distinguished according to 
the classification of Dr. Alberto McKay (2000). 

Image 1 Source: National Water Security Plan 2015-2050: Water for All. Panama, 2016. Climatic Regions/Watersheds of 
Panama. Page 22.
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	 “The tropical climate of Panama increases 
the stability of environmental conditions, 
given the variety of ecosystems, and 
it allows specialization by species, to 
generate stabler ecological niches. Since 
Panama lies so close to the equatorial 
line and possesses a tropical climate, 
the country contains abundant tropical 
forests, as well as a great wealth of 

__________________
13	  Environmental Atlas of the Republic of Panama (First Version), 2010. Page 26.

Map 2. Source: Types of Climate of Panama Environmental Atlas of Panama 2010. Page 27.

species, many of them endemic, of both 
fauna and flora...”13

According to AMP “Panama has a growth 
in relation to the gross registered tonnage 
earned between July 2019 and July 2022 of 
9.6% adding 20.4 million gross registered 
tons (GRTs) to its fleet. On the other hand, 
the international platform IHS Markit reports 

Table 3. World Merchant Fleet by vessel type. Source: IHS Markit-World Fleet Statistics. Evolution of the world merchant 
fleet in 2019, a report by the Spanish Shipping Association, Tribuna Profesional Magazine, May 2020.
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Image 2. World Merchant Fleet by number and type of ships. Source: IHS Markit-World Fleet Statistics. Evolution of the 
world merchant fleet in 2019, report by the Spanish Shipping Association, Tribuna Profesional Magazine, May 2020.

at the end of July that the Panamanian 
fleet is made up of 8,587 registered vessels, 
which represent 239.4 million tons of Gross 
Registration”. 14

As AMP reported on September 2021, most 
of the vessels registered in Panama are Bulk 
Carrier vessels, with a total in that moment, 
of 2,725 vessels representing 112.1 million 
GRT15. According to AMP data “In 2022 alone, 
as July 31, the Registry has grown by 3.9 
million GRT and maintains a retention of 27% 
in its fleet”.16

b)	 General Information on the districts 
of Arraiján and Taboga

The geographical area where the events 
related to Submission No. SEEM-CA-
PMA/002/2021, “Marine Oil Pollution” is 
located in the provinces of West Panama and 
Panama, specifically the districts of Arraiján 
and Taboga.

District of Arraiján
The district of Arraiján is in the Province 
of West Panama, within the coordinates 
8⁰’57’0” N 79⁰ 39’0” W, about 15 km from 
Panama City, with an approximate area of 
418.40 km2. The data from the Municipality 
of Arraiján, according to the 2010 national 
census, this district has a population of 
220,779 inhabitants and is comprised of nine 

__________________
14	 https://amp.gob.pa/notas-de-prensa/el-registro-de-buques-de-panama-ha-crecido-9-6-durante-la-actual-

administracion/

15	 Panama Maritime Authority, according to data from the maritime database, Clarkson Research Services Ltd. https://
mire.gob.pa/ministerio/the-panama-ship-registry-is-the-largest-in-the-world-since-1993-22-of-the-world-market-
share/

16	 https://amp.gob.pa/notas-de-prensa/el-registro-de-buques-de-panama-ha-crecido-9-6-durante-la-actual-
administracion/
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